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THE ‘“‘ALL B.C.’’ ROUTE MAP. 


Just a line to congratulate you up- 
onthe new map folder covering High- 
way 16 andthe Great North Road, this 
is one of the finest maps published to 
date anditisagreat credit to Cariboo 
Digest Ltd. 

We have a map onthe press cover- 
ing the Great North Road and I just 
hope that it is going to be as good a 
job as the one you have just published. 

I would appreciate it very much if 
you would send me a supply of same. 
I can assure you good distribution 
through the British Columbia Govern- 
ment Travel Bureau offices. I would 
also like to send afew toMr. McAdam, 
Agent General in London. 

I was very pleased with our ad on 
the front cover, it shows up very 
nicely. 


E.G. Rowebottom, Deputy Minister, 


Trade and Industry, Victoria, B.C. 
EXPOSE ON HI’ WAY & MOOSE GOOD 


Congratulations on the two lead- 
ing articles in the May issue; your 
letter tothe Minister of Public Works 
and his reply, and Eric Collier’s ar- 
ticle onthe Game Departments deter - 
mination, now thatwolves and hunters 
have all but exterminated the moose, 
to encourage the slaughter of cows. 

I am one of an ever increasing 
number of voters who have learned that 
father’s allegiance to a particular 
party need not commit me to support 
that party despite its program or 
principles. Although not a Social 
Creditor (believing their monetary 
theories represent merely another 
and especially virulent form of in- 
flation)but like many British Colum- 
bians, Iwasrather pleasedat the turn 
over last election and wished the new 
government well. Your expose of the 
true situation regarding their high- 
way program about which they all, 
from Bennett down, have boasted dur - 
ing election campaign, plus their 


claim to have reduced the Provincial 
debt by over $19, 000, 000. 00(a claim 
disproved many time} seems to con- 

vict them of loose statementsto say 
the least. And loose statements do not 
seem to fit with responsible govern- 
ment. 

I want to convey my tribute to Eric 
Collier, as well as the Digest, for 
writing the very illuminating and in- 
structive article on the moose sit- 
uation. It seems to have been badly 
needed. 
Vancouver, B.C. A. M. Bezanson. 
MORE EVIDENCE NEEDED 

I have just read Eric Collier’s 
article in the April issue of North- 
west Digest, containing the open sea- 
son for cow moose hunting. 

While I have a great respect for 
Mr. Collier, I think there are a num- 
ber of important aspects regarding cow 
moose which he has overlooked in his 
article. He admits that there is no 
accumulated evidence on this subject. 
I believe that until there is more evi- 
dence available, no one is in a posit- 
ion to take a firm stand one way or 
another. 
Pioneer, B.C. 


COAL OIL BOAT 

Thanks so much for....the back 
copies of the magazines. I am enjoy- 
ing them so much, I especially like 
Capt. Carlson’s (as told by Rita Rog- 
erson) on old Kitimat. I am sure he 
ran a coal-oil boat around Rupert, 
years ago. The only one of its kind 
I ever saw. 
Atvegwlll. 18), (C). 


R.S. B. Colthurst. 


M. W. Boss. 


NOT THE FIRST DENTIST 

May I be permitted to congratulate 
you on the excellence of the appear- 
ance and more particularly upon the 
contents of your publication. 

I note in the January issue, that 
isbefore me, that M. C. Macquarrie, 


CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 


The Cover 


Cover photo shows the reception ac- 
corded the first Northern Stage Lines 
bus to arrive in Dawson Creek, B.C. , 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES- $2:50 per year 
in Canada $3:00 per year in U.S. 


and Foreign Countries 


as their tri-weekly service connect- 
ing Prince George and Dawson Creek 
went into effect on May 18th. N.S. L. 
connects with Greyhound at Prince 
George and B. Y. N. (operating over the 
Alaska Highway through to the Alaska 
border) onthe north. Photo at left shows 
civic officials from both towns grouped 
around the Mile ‘‘Zero’’ post in the heart 
of Dawson Creek. 


Authorized as Second Class Mail by the Post Office 
Department, Ottawa. No article or picture appearing in 
this publication may be reproduced without permission, 
in writing, from the author or from Cariboo Digest Ltd. 
We do not guarantee the return of any articles or other 
material submitted unless accompanied by return postage 
and self-addressed envelope. Articles of 2,000 words 
or less preferred 
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LETTERS, 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


Irvine’s Landing, was asking inform- 
ation relative to the first dentist in 
B.C. , andsuggesting that he was Dr. 
F. Welsh, whocame about 1879. I am 
sorry to disappoint, but there were 
many dentists in the country prior to 


that date. Just off hand, there was 
Dr. Joseph B. Haggin, who did den- 
tistry in Victoriain1858. He was also 
a medical man, but there were sev- 
eral at least about that time who spec- 
ializedin dentistry. ThenI have come 
across a reference to Dr. Charles 
Francis Barnard, who arrived in Vic- 
toria in 1866 from Boston to open a 
dental office. 

It is very difficult to determine 
‘“firsts’’---for so often when you have 
convinced yourself, after painstaking 
research, that you have discovered the 
initial individual, some one cbmes 
along to confute the assertion. But, of 
course, it is by such things that we 
learn. And here I am stressing the 
very same thing by denying the claim 
of your correspondent for Dr. Welsh. 
He may not have been the first---but 
he certainly was agood dentist, anda 
man who contributed to the develop- 
ment of B.C. 


Victoria, B.C. B. A. McKelvie. 


A FEW PICTURES 


I am sending you four copies of 
pictures that I took at Prince George 
and Quesnel June 25th & 26th, 1952. I 
hope you may be able to use them some 
time in your wonderful magazine. I 


CONFECTIONERY, LIGHT LUNCH COUNTER 
SPORTING GOODS, MAGAZINES, OFFICES 
AND ROOMS UPSTAIRS, TURNOVER 
$5,000.00 MONTHLY IN FAST_GROWING 
INTERIOR TOWN 


Write: Box 12, Northwest Digest 
Quesnel, B.C 
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SPEAKING OF 
TRAVELLING DENTISTS: 
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should have sent you these pictures 
before you ran the story of the Yukon 
Telegraph Line, and also picture of 
the little engine on the CNR station 
lawn at Prince George before the PGE 
ran the first train into Prince George. 
I enclose also a picture at the sideing 
of Salton, 156 miles east of Los Angeles 
the Southern Pacific rails to New Or- 
leans sip 200 feet below sea level; the 
only place in the world where a main 
line operates below sea level. A small 
portion of SaltonSea can be seen over 
top the rails. Its area is about 12 x 40 
miles. It was formed by the Colorado 
River flowing into Salton Sink from 
1905 to 1907. 

If you think your readers will enjoy 
these pictures you are welcome to use 
them. Wishing you and the Digest the 
best of success for the future. 

Los Angeles, Calif. , U.S.A. 
J. L. Watson. 


BRANCH OFFICE: PRINCE GEORGE, B.C. 
Phone 104X1 Box 866 


LEE'S TRANSPORT LTD. 


Phone HAstings 6698 - 6740 — 1214 East Pender St 


CONNECTING WITH NORTHERN FREIGHTWAYS 
TO DAWSON CREEK, B.C, & PEACE RIVER 


42-HOUR SERVICE 


DAILY SERVICE - VANCOUVER to QUESNEL, 
PRINCE GEORGE, VANDERHOOF, and BURNS LAKE 


LEFT: One of B. C's early travelling dentists was Dr. Jones, who first 
came up into Cariboo in 1892, He was an éxpert at his profession, but 
nearly lost a finger in Clinton in 1897 when "Little Joe" Smith was 
sent to him to have four troublesome dentures extracted, "Little Joe" 
objected and clamped down - hard 
and grandfather once owned the Clinton Hotel RS Se ae now re- 
sides at Williams Lake, and is the Inspector of 

(weight, 240 Ibs.) -W 


> 


sing er8 "Little Joe", who's father 


rands for that area - 
e are indebted to "Little Joe" for these pics. 


CARIBOO JUSTICE 

The photo reproduced below (sub- 
mitted by Joe Smith, Williams Lake, 
B.C.) shows Dick Hoye - one of Lil- 
looet’s early day magistrates. 


-_ 


Itis said of Dick that when he and 
some friends were picked up in the 
wee small hours following a celebra- 
tion (occasion unknown to us) upon 
being let out the following morning to 
pass judgement on the offenders and 
offences committed (he being the only 
magistrate available) fined his com- 
panions of the night before, and HIM- 
SELF, $10.00 and costs. 


VANCOUVER 
Qettet: | PENNEY erpee  WAROHEEROT miiae mam 1) 
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For The Sake 


by W.D. Morris 


t HAPPENED TO BE GLANCING 
over some old records awhile ago 
and came across an entry that stated, 
simply, that during the early days of 
the migration of gold-seekers to Car- 
iboo from Eastern Canada, a small 
party of ‘Overlanders’ arrived at the 
‘Grand Canyon’ on the upper Fraser 
River and werenever seen again. The 
time; early spring in 1862. 

During August of that same year 
another group of lusty travellers were 
tossed up by the turbulent waters of 
this same canyon, onto a_ sandbar 
whose top was only slightly higher than 
the raging Fraser. These latter men 
found that their canoe had also been 
grounded, so their luck could have 
been much worse. In fact, it could 
have equalled the misfortune which be- 
fell their predecessors of five months 
befire, for, as the men found their 
canoe they also discovered the re- 
mains of the Overlanders. The bodies 
were placed thus; four at one end of 
the bar; one by itself at the other, 
separated by, perhaps, thirty feet of 
sand. Five bodies in all. That it was 
all that remained of the small party 
of ‘Overlanders’ there could be no 
mistake. Originally there had been six 
men in all, but one could easily have 
missed the small island in the middle 
of the canyon and been dashed to pieces 
onthe rocks. Inany event, this miss- 
ing member must surely have been 
long-since dead. 


WHAT 15 TAKING 


of Gold 


The presence of death held no fear 
for these gold-seekers, for they had 
seenand, undoubtedly courted death, 
numerable times in their hectic car- 
eer. The story they brought back with 
them, however, was horrible and 
chilling inthe extreme. The evidence 
lay there on that little sandbar, in mute 
testimony of what surely must have 
happened. From these undeniable 
clues, imagination added embellish- 
ment until as gruesome a story as 
ever came out of the North country 
was created. 

Six young, stalwart men, hearing 
of the fabulous findings of Cariboo, 
left Eastern Canada determined to 
seek their fortunes in those gold-fields 
whose fame was, by 1862, spreading 
like flame throughout the world. This 
small party travelled overland across 
the prairies, descending from the 
Rockies in the upper reaches of the 
Fraser River. The records affirm 
that the party left Canada in the Fall 
of 1862, arriving in New Caledonia 
early in 1863. Like the other brave 
men and women who travelled across 
the vast endless miles of Canada,these 
men were of those known subsequently 
as the ‘Overlanders. ’ 

After numerous hardships of which 
the chief was undoubtedly starvation, 
the party arrived at the treacherous 
‘Grand Canyon’ where, in spite of the 
dire warnings of other miners who 
anticipated their recklessness, they 
proceeded to run the rapids on a raft 
they had constructed miles further up 
the river. The last living sight of this 
small party of six half-starved, gaunt 
men, was as it disappeared in the 
cauldron that was the canyon. The rest 
is borne out by what was later found 
on the sand-bar. 


Half-way through the canyon, the 
raft either slewed sidewise to the on- 
rushing current or smashed into one 
of the hundreds of huge boulders that 
thrust the boiling water in terrifying 
abandoninevery direction at once. In 
either event, this would have demol- 
ished the frail craft. Here, the men 
lost allof their worldly belongings as 
the dreadful undertow sucked both men 
and raft into the depths. 


Providence then took a hand for 
only a miracle could have forced the 
turbulent torrent to cast its prey onto 
the only sand-bar inthe Grand Canyon. 
The five men, more dead than alive, 
clawed their way desperately out of the 
reach of the maddened river and lay 
spent upon the spray-bathed sand. The 
high noon sun, at last sweeping back 
the shadows of the canyon, seemed to 
pause awhile, before passing on to- 
ward evening, yet never catching a 
glimpse of movement on the tiny is- 
land. Shadows lengthened again, cov- 
ering with greedy fingers, the weak- 
ening grip of waning day. Night came 
fast and with it a pitchy darkness that 
nothing Seemed to penetrate. One of 
the men opened his eyes as life once 
more demanded possession of his 
mind. Not knowing his whereabouts, 
he lay terrified, unable to move, the 
hideous roar of the river thrusting in 
from allsides. Acontinuous icy spray 
kept him drenched and shivering. 
Others of his ship wrecked compan- 
ions began regaining consciousness, 
some only to succumb, once more to 
the unknown horror that encircled 
them. Those not unconscious, were 
too petrified to move, all were still. 
So began that most interminable of 
nights; that night of absolute horror 
which was the beginning of the end for 
these lost souls who had braved thous- 
ands of miles of wilderness, undeter- 
red and undaunted by all that this tre- 
mendous landhadto offer in its effort 
to keep out the interloper. 

Slowly as the silent hour-hand of 
the clock of life, morning came, re- 
luctantly dragging her feet over the 
hindering mountain peaks that Seemed 
to thrust themselves higher and higher 
in their efforts to push back the rising 
sun. Inexorably the hole in night’s 
black mantle kept stretching until 
finally the thread of night caught fire 
exploding into the flash of full day. 
The horrified men could see. Terror 
with sight, lessened although their 
plight was no less. That tiny spit of 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 21 
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Montana Pilgrimage 


OME MONTHS AGO LIFE MAG- 

azine published a scant article on 
the Enterprise Uranium Mine -curing 
Arthritis. 

But Ididnot think much of the re- 
port until I had letters from my bro- 
ther, W.J.O’Neill of Smithers, B.C. 
telling me of three different people 
returning after three weeks away at 
Boulder, cured. He alsourged me to 
go too,as I have been crippled for 
nine years - and he added ‘‘even to 
relieve the pain would make life easier 
for you. ”’ 

So my son-in-law and daughter 
-the Peter Youngs- decided to take me 
during the Easter holidays. The chil- 
dren went to friends here, for the 


The lighting system in the mine is on two distinct 
circuits, so that if one fuse blows the other circuit 
still gives light. An emergency lighting system cuts 
in automatically should the regular power fail for 
any reason. 
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By W. M. Boss 


week end and Bert Corrigan our neigh- 
bor came withus. We left here (Trail, 
B.C.) at 7a.m. Good Friday and 
drove through Spokane about noon. 
Wonderful weather and a good road- 
distance 150 miles from Trail. 

We crossed Idaho that same after- 
noon. It was very like British Col- 
umbia with its heavy timber, mining 
industries and potato farms. We 
climbed Mullins Pass that evening, a 
summit of 4500 feet in the Rockies. It 
was white with snow but the road was 
clear. The scenery was magnificent, 
and when we got down to level again 
there was no snow and we were in Mon- 


tana. We passed prosperous looking 
dairies and fine cattle herds. Then 
miles of prairie lands, wheatlands 
and cattle ranges. The hills are 
sparsely timbered with pine, and the 
rivers look like small brooks after the 
mighty Columbia and western rivers. 
But the country is beautiful. 

At 9 o’clock that night we stayed 
at Missoula - averynice, clean look- 
ing city in an equally delux ‘‘Motel’’ 
While the others went out for dinner 
and a tray for me - I relaxed on the 
bed and when they came back I said to 
my daughter, ‘‘I think we will go home 
on the plane. ’’ They laughed but Peter 
assured me next day would not be so 
long a drive and indeed it was not. 

We awoke next morning,to a beau- 
tiful prairie sunrise, it reminded’me 
of California’s San Joaquin Valley. We 
got away about 8 o’clock and headed 
for the Rockies again. In the mean- 
time we had breakfast at a roadside 
tourist resort - and what a delicious 
meal it was - fresh eggs and bacon 


LEFT: Outside view ~ 
of office and wait- 
ing room, RIGHT: 
The modem and 
spacious air-condi- 
tioned waiting room 
built directly over 


the mine entrance, 


from their farm - hot rolls, good 
coffee and cream that wouldn’t pour. 

At noon we got to the second Rocky 
Range - ‘‘McDonalds Pass, ’’ 6725 feet 
and the grade was so wonderful we 
reached the summit unaware that we 
were ‘‘ontopofthe world.’’ The snow 
lay in patches and disappeared alto- 
gether when we reached the level road 
again. This must have been the same 
mountain range that we saw the day 
before at sunset. At the time they 
seemed to be perhaps a distance of 
90 miles. It was a most beautiful 
spectacle of pale blue snowcaps, re- 
sembling a chain of diamonds glit- 
tering on the distant horizon. 

We passed through the downtown 
section of Helena about 2 p.m. Itisa 
city of 30,000 inhabitants and Mon- 
tana’s capital. Some of the wierd old 
architecture are relics of old mining 
days. Probably previous to the gay 
nineties. 

Our map showed us we were 30 
miles from our destination, so after 
a steady climb we reached the Diamond 
S Ranchotel, 5000 ft. inthe heart of the 
Rockies. It is a picturesque old build- 
ing on a hill overlooking a vast basin 
of undulating grass lands, surrounded 
by the panoramic range of Rocky 
Mountain peaks. Gazing across the 
terrain one can get a glimpse of 
Boulder three miles away and beyond 
that for another three miles and the 
Enterprise Uranium Mine. 

We received a warm welcome by 
‘‘Pappy’’ Smith and his staff at the 
Ranchotel and then we were shown to 
very nice rooms on the ground floor. 
Our room was number 61 - a nice 
comfortable one with twin beds and 
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adjoining dressing room. For dinner 
we had a most delicious chicken 
dinner which we all enjoyed. Then 
Peter and Bert went on to see the 
mine since they hadto be up at 5 a. m. 
to leave for home and work, Monday 
at Trail. So mydaughter andI stayed. 
onfor a week and enjoyed every min- 
of it. 

The Ranchotelis more the style of 
Tudor design, with its long arched 
corridors and halls. The lounge and 
dining room are beamed and panelled 
indark wood. There are fine rugs and 
chandeliers, stuffed bear and big game 
mounts on the walls. The drapes are 
of bright check gingham and fringed 
coverings for the furniture - depict- 
ing a typical cowboy rancho. There is 
alarge fireplace for the Yule log - but 
which is seldom lit as the entire build- 
ing and garages are heated from the 
hotsprings. A charming addition to the 
lounge is a fine electric organ - in- 
stead of blasting radios - and a pro- 
fessional organist who plays at the 
dinner hour and later for dancing. 
The Ranchotel owns and operates its 
own farm and dairy, so that the meals 
are of the finest quality. On Easter 
Sunday the dining room staff catered 
to 180 guests from 3 p.m. to 7:30. 
The extra guests rode out from Butte 
and Helena for the outing and had the 
choice of turkey, chicken, roast beef 
or home cured ham onthe menu. . 

During the summer months there 
is horse-back riding for holiday guests 
also good fishing nearby, perhaps a 
matter of 3 miles away from the hotel. 
At first‘Pappy’’ Smith,the proprietor, 
resented the influx of patients for the 
*‘Uranium cures”’ but now his attitude 
has entirely changed and he just can’t 
doenoughfor them. They are pouring 
infrom every part of the U.S. A. and 
Western Canada already. I talked with 
people from Seattle , Los Angeles, the 
Dakotas, Iowa, Minnesota, andfrom 
Victoria, Calgary, Lethbridge, New 
Hazelton, Smithers, Trail and other 
Canadian towns. All admitted an im- 
provement with each visit tothe mine. 
Cars arrive at the Ranchotel for pa- 
tients for the ‘‘Mine,’’ three times 
daily. The run out there is six miles 
over a soft country road. The mine 


the Sky Blue Waters. ”’ 


building is very plain and white. It 
resembles the pilot house and Cap- 
tain’s quarters of a sternwheeler set 
down in the wilds. To the whole of 
one side is a large sun or reading 
room with plate glass windows. The 
elevator is in the centre and nurse’s 
lunchroom and office on the opposite 
side. The patients are tagged and taken 
down in an ‘‘Otis’’ elevator (finest in 
the world) 85 feet to a white dressing 
room; wrapped in Indian blankets and 
placed along the tunnel to correspond- 
ing numbers. The temperature there 
usually ranges from 48 to 52 faren- 
heit and there we sat comfortably on 
padded seatsfor anhour - inhaling the 
uranium (mould-leaf) gas oozing from 
seams of huge granite boulders wall- 
the tunnel. The odor is much like an 
ordinary root-house. The tunnel is well 
barricaded and glassed-in doors par- 
tition the passage-way to conserve 
the gas.Smoking is strictly prohibited. 
The tunnel is 260 feet long. It is well 
lighted and at certain hours is ventil- 
ated and government inspected. A 
trained nurse is in attendance also 
two nurses aides. 

The syndicate spent $150,000. 00 
on this worked out uranium mine when 
they discovered its curative powers. 
In the first instance they came to the 
conclusion that it was a well known 
fact that there was no arthritic cases 
among the uranium miners of Mon- 
tana. 

One of the mines’ first cures is 
now a Shareholder inthis project. He 
is Mr. Tocci whose picture is shown 
on their pamphlet. He had been a 
cripple from arthritis for years and 
claims his father spent $50, 000. 00 
tryingto get him cured. He was even 
at Mayo Brothers clinic, but got no 
relief. Finally two trips into the mine 


CONCLUDED ON PAGE 20 


LEFT: A bird's-eye 
view of the Free En- 
terprise Mining prop- 
erty near Boulder, 
Montana. RIGHT: 

Interior of Otis ele- 
vator showing some 
youthful visitors a- 
bout to descend in- 


to the mine. 


The reader is familiar with Mrs. Boss’s articles of early days in B.C. 
She is one of our true pioneers whose bright spirit again manifests 
itself in her courageous pilgrimage to the Uranium Mine at Boulder, 
Montana, U.S. A. Here she records her experiences in the ‘‘ Land of 


Edna Kirsch, a wheel chair case for over two years. 
After four visits to the mine was able to walk out by 
herself and enter an automobile without assistance. 


PAGE 5 


SURVIVAL 


An ear flicked up, a muscle tensed, 

As danger in the air he sensed. 

The monarch raised his antlered head 
Then rose full height from his snowy bed. 


Echoing o’er the mountain glade 
The hunting call of the wolf clan played 
And from the hilltops far away 


By 


Geo. L. Clark 


Came answering calls to the first wolf’s bay. 


He shook his head, for he was vexed 
And then each mighty limb he flexed 
Proudly his crested neck he bowed 
As from his cozy couch he strode. 


Straight along the mountain side 
He swung with easy, rythmic stride 
Faster and faster still he flew 


As deep in his lungs each breath he drew. 


Swiftly he climbed a rocky cleft 

A moment’s pause, then turning left, 
Across a barren knoll he swept 

A wide and treacherous crevice leapt. 


On a promontory high he stood 

Still as an image carved of wood 

He keened the wind, then forward lunged 
Straight down a rocky glade he plunged. 


He came again to his first made track 
Swung in behind the slavering pack’ 
One mighty leap a bush he cleared 
And down a shadowed draw he veered. 


His caurse was toward a place where lay 
The oe waters of a bay 

One Hl pe he cast upon the hill 

Then breated the water’s wintry chill. 


Strong of sinew, heart and lung 

The rippling waves behind he flung 
‘Til rounding a jutting point of land 
He touched again the snow clad strand. 


One deep and shuddering breath he took 
As water from his coat he shook 

One quick reconnaisance he made 

Then strode into the deeper shade. 


No longer then the hunting cry 

Was borne across the darkened sky 
So once again to rest he lay 

To wait the coming of the day. 
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OUTWITTED 


Afar in the fastness of the North 

The king of the wolf clan sallied forth. 
With languid tread he left his lair 
With nostrils tested the scented air. 


Each scent that came upon the wind 

A story told to his cunning mind. 

And when these tales he understood 
Sent forth a call to his wandering brood. 


The answers came from far away 
Each wolf cub hastened to obey 
Scarce had lingering echoes died 
They sped toward the master’s side. 


Swiftly they came, without a sound 
Like shadows then, they gathered round, 
Then moving out, each in his place 
Began the long and arduous chase. 


With the speed of wind they loped along 
A silent and a ghostly throng, 

Then as they crossed a rocky swale 
They came upon a fresh moose trail. 


From each grey throat a snarl was wrung 
Saliva dripped from slavering tongue 
Plunging on with no thought of rest 


Each heart beat strong in it’s untamed breast. 


Up on a barren knoll they leapt 

Which clear of snow the wind had swept 
A pause, to find again the scent 

And know which way their victim went. 


Down a rocky gorge they flew 

The fresh scent giving strength anew. 
Each eye could see the moose at bay 
Each mind could sense a fallen prey. 


Then once again they lost the track 

Again they had to circle back. 

When the trail they did pick up once more 
It led them to the dark lakeshore. 


The ripples had ceased the shore to lave 
The forest was silent as the grave. 

And bursting from each tortured lung 

A wail of disappointment rung. 


O’er the dark lake the echoes still 
Leaped forth and back from hill to hill 
When bitterly they turned away 

To settle for a lesser prey. 


by Gerry Moore 


NE OF THE IMPORTANT duties 

carried out bythe Dominion Top- 
ographic Service isthe re-mapping of 
certain already mapped areas, estab- 
lishing more accurately the positions 
of landmarks such as streams. lakes 
and mountains. The old contour in- 
terval of 2000 feet is broken down to 
one of 500 feet; the resulting maps 
giving more detailed and accurate in- 
formation on the area to the public. 
This work is carried out by skilled and 
competent engineers who conduct field 
surveys during the summer, then, 
during the winter, analyze their meas- 
urements, do the necessary compu- 
tations and draw up the maps. 

Our somnolent valley paid little 
heed when a survey party comprised 
of four University men from Eastern 
Canada anda cowboy from the Chilco- 
tenrumbledin, setting up a tent town 
beside the unpredictable waters of 
Tatlayoko Lake. 

Perhaps she opened one weathered 
eye as they scaled Skinner Mountain, 
leaving a Signal fluttering on it’s peak. 
Perhaps she even shrugged at their 
storming the face of old Potato Moun- 
tain ---petrified push-up from an an- 
cient sea bed --- to leave a five foot 
tower of rocks squatting near the 
brink. 

But I like to think she sat up and 
took notice when they ultimately set 
their sights on Niut, Old Rock-Face 
of ancient Indian legends, rearing 
9000 feet above sea level. 

I like to think so since I went along, 
in the hastily self-appointed capacity 
of amateur photographer and corres- 
pondent. For although I have lived in 
the shadow of Old Niut these nine 
years, I had never realized my am- 
bition to scale her. It just isn’t a thing 
to be done on ones’ own. 

We loaded our several hundred 
pounds of back-packs into the eighteen 
foot canoe, propelled by a five h. p. 
outboard, and pushed off from the dock 
at 9:35 Monday morning with a stiff 
north breeze chopping the lake to the 
limit of safety. The canoe, good for a 
half ton, seemed to have a capacity 
loadat eight hundred lbs. that morn- 
ing, with white caps rolling in on the 
stern. Seven miles down lake we 
landed on the west shore, beached the 
canoe, changed to caulked boots, col- 
lectedour packs and filed off through 
big fir-timbered parkland, routing a 


pair of red bucks with clubby velvet 
horns sprouting above their ears. 

We broke trail beside a noisy 
mountain creek for awhile,’ then 
climbed out of its’ wide windfall- 
strewn bed to grassy slopes on top, 
laced with deer trails. It was turning 
into a beautiful day. The clouds we 
had anxiously noted earlier were drift- 
ing off; the going was open, fresh and 
scented; everyone was up on his toes, 
shouldering his pack like a veteran, 
Singing gay ditties---‘‘Put another 
nickel in....’’ at which a collection 
of pebbles would rattle into the tea- 
billie swinging from the lead pack. The 
scent of wild mountain flowers being 
crushed underfoot was everywhere. 

*“Why doesn’t Someone concoct a 
perfume that smells like this, ’’ I sug- 
gested. “‘They could name it ‘Alpine’. ”’ 

There were other, more profound 
scents riding the air currents around 
our plug-chewing packer, Red McCue. . 

““Get a load of this tobacco, ’’ com- 
plained Don Lamont, next in line..... 
smells like a Model T!’’ 

We dropped onto the pine grass 
for a breather. DougKetch, the boss, 
checked the barometer. 

“‘Three hundred feet, men, If we 
stay within hearing distance of the 
creek we’ll come out on a ridge up 


Our objective - the top of 9,000 ft. Mt. Nuit, 


ahead. ’’ 

Up and on we went for another three 
hundred feet. Another breather --- 
ten minutes was long enough. Any 
more made the pack seem heavier... 
another four hundred and fifty feet.... 
the country was getting rugged. Huge 
boulders jutted straight out of the 
hillside. The fir timber was getting 
scrubby. 

Always believing in advance prep- 
aration, I suggested: ‘‘If we meet a 
grizzly we may have to give him a 
pack. ”’ 

“Not this one!’’ Red snorted. ‘‘I 
guard this grub with my life. ’’ 

“‘Aw, I'll give him mine,’’ put in 
Leo Bechamp, wearily....‘‘it’s the 
heaviest. ”’ 

“‘No sir, you don’t!’’ disagreed 
Don. “‘There’s six hundred dollars 
worth of equipment riding in there! 
Everything goes before that!’’ 

So, undecided as we were it was 
fortunate that no grizzly crossed our 
path during the entire trip. 

Four rests later. . they were com- 
ing quicker now, as the hill steepened, 
the sun grew hotter and the packs 
strangely heavier....we enjoyed an 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 
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Looking south from the slopes of Nuit Mt. - Mt. Waddington is the highest of the distant peaks. 
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_ PESTICATING PACK-RAT 


By E. M. Hoy 


F YOU’RE COMING NORTH 

this year you’ll probably gain a 
little first hand knowledge of the most 
thoroughly disliked critter up here, 
and have a few stories of your own to 
add to the volumes which could be 
written about the pesticatin’ Pack rat. 

Encyclopaedia Britannica calls 
him Neotoma, classifieshim as a ro- 
dent belonging to the same family as 
mice andletsit goatthat and the Book 
of Knowledge does not even mention 
him, but the Indians and whites who 
live up here call him things not fit to 
print. They cuss him and tell tall 
tales of his prowess and bop him on 
the head every chance they get, but 
in spite of them the ‘‘woods is full of 
‘em. 9? 

If you don’t believe me just get set 
in that cosy little trappers cabin you 
thought was the clear McCoy when the 
shadows began to lengthen, and he’ll 
show up withallhis relatives and turn 
the soft Northern darkness into- a 
couple of night horses. 

Smaller than the common wharf 
rat a large specimen weighs about a 
pound and a half and measures some 
twelve inches from the tip of his in- 
quisitive nose to the end of his beau- 
tiful bushy tail. His thickly furred, 
greyish brown body packs more mis- 
directed energy to the square inch than 
an ounce of uranium in an atom bomb. 
The whole purpose of his life seems 
to be to carry stuff around. Anything 
and everything that he can drag, push 
or otherwise move from one place to 
the other, he does. 

It’s a good many years ago now 
since I learned about pack rats first 
hand. Coming from Saskatchewan I’d 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA 


never seen one and at first I thought 
they were cute little fellows, and won- 
dered why everyone ranted and raved 
against them. I found out. 

In those days our freight was haul- 
ed from the railhead, over strictly 
pioneer roads at a cost of three cents 
a pound. Naturally we rustled, (that 
word does not refer to stealing in this 
country. Anyone who buckles in and 
makes the most of what he has is a 
rustler to us.) as much food locally 
as we were able. 

Wild meat and berries, home 
grown vegetables and fish caught loc- 
ally comprised the greatest part of 
our diet. After we had been here a 
while andthe children started coming 
some of us kept a cow and chickens 
and we made out O. K. but to get back 
to the rats.s..: 

I had stored a bag of carrots for 
winter use, along with other things in 
the cellar under the house, and fancy- 
ing carrotsfor the menu, I went down 
to getsome. Nota carrot could I find. 
Right off I blamed friend husband. He 
didn’t like carrots, and what’s more 
he never established his innocence 
until the following spring when we 
found the carrots, somewhat the worse 
for wear, piled neatly under one 
corner of the house. 

‘“A packrat,’’ said McDuff, ‘‘the 
little: Dia sai s won’t leave anything 


I naturally thought the rat had 
stored them for food and that we had 
subsequently caught it before there 
had been any need to use the supply. 
Infact I reasoned that there must have 
been a whole colony at work but I soon 
found out different. 

Their habit of storing things, or 
at least of piling them up in heaps 
doesn’t seem to have any reasonable 
explanation. Go into any abandoned 
mining cabinin the North country and 
you will find heaps of sticks, dry 
leaves, pieces of paper, bits of string, 
tin cans, and other junk piled helter 


skelter against the walls with no sign 
of a nest anywhere near it. And the 
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The drawer was jammed full of rubbish , none of it useful for a nest. 


only being that would eat any of it is 
Mary’s William Goat. 

A couple of years ago I visited an 
old mine in the Omineca and was so 
impressed by the senseless way Pack- 
rats pile up junk I took a picture to 
remind myself of it. 

There was an empty tool shed near 
the mouth of the shaft. Everything of 
any value had been taken out years 
before and the drawer of the work 
bench had been left open about six 
inches. It was piled high with rubbish 
and what is more to the point was 
jammed full right to the back.I emptied 
it out and searched throughit for some 
sign ofa nest. There wasn’t a thing in 
the drawer or anywhere else in the 
building that could serve as a home 
for a cutworm moth, let alone a fam- 
ily of rat babies. 

There were perhaps fifty buildings 
in the camp and the floors of every- 
one of them were littered with just 
sucha collection of rubbish. The few 
nests I did find were tucked behind a 
cupboard, or between the cracks in 
the walls. Some were in the corners 
under the eaves and all consisted of a 
loose bundle of torn paper, 
fireweed cotton, and bits of 


grass, 
rag 


HOTEL GROSVENGE 
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loosely scrambled together with a 
small hollow in the centre, where I 
suppose, the rat babies huddled until 
they were big enough to go out and 
start their own collections. 

In their natural surroundings pack- 
rats live in colonies much like gophers 
and squirrels but instead of digging 
holes inthe ground they choose caves 
in rocky hillsides where they can hide 
their nests in cracks in the walls or 
under loose rocks, and the floors of 
these caves are always covered with 
rubbish. 

They live on seeds, soft young 
roots and twigs which they can get at 
under the snow and although they do 
den up in the winter to a certain ex- 
tent, if you are unlucky enough to have 
one decide to move in with you, you 
canbe sure you’ll have no peace until 
you’ve done away with him. 

Although they are not often seen in 
daylight they are not a bit timid. A 
cat that can stand up to one and kill 
itis a valuable asset, but luckily they 
are very easy to trap. They seem to 
have no fear of the scent of man and 
will stand in broad daylight and twiddle 
their whiskers right at you if you 
happen to disturb one unexpectedly. 
Perhaps because their own odor is so 
strong and so unpleasant they do not 
smell ours, or perhaps their curi- 
osity is their downfall, at any rate a 
No O trap set anywhere near their run- 
ways quickly puts an end to their ma- 
rauding, provided of course, you have 
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Foiled again | 


YOU PROBABLY use aluminum foil 
in your own kitchen as a handy 
material for wrapping food of all 
kinds. Now from California comes 
word that aluminum foil is being 
used to wrap ready-cooked en- 
chiladas. Lovers of this highly 
seasoned Mexican dish can now 
simply pop them in the oven to 
heat, then serve them in their 
aluminum containers. 

Food and aluminum go natu- 
rally together. From the hygienic 
milkers used in modern dairies to 
the utensils in hospitals and your 
own home, aluminum is prized 
for the way it protects the purity, 
color and flavor of food. Alumi- 
num Company of Canada, Ltd. 
(Alcan). 


SWIFT RIVER DREDGING Co. Ltd. 
and 


SUMMER SURVEY’ 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7 


orange apiece. We were climbing a 
wide timbered ridge between two 
creeks. Now, anhour and a half from 
the lake, at 4500 feet above sea level 
we notedthe first balsam. Three rests 
later we had made the 5000 foot level 
and stopped in the shade of a pinion 
pine for another round of oranges. 
With conversation ranging from the 
properties and conduct of an atom to 
the pronunciation and grammatical 
composition of the French language, 
we found it difficult to keep the rest 
periods down to the usualten minutes. 

The going was really tough now. 
Steep, with heavy timber augmented 
by underbrush. We fought our way 
through, each man his own leader. 
The deer trails had deserted us. At 
5500 we decidedthe chocolate cake in 
Red’s pack was responsible for its 
weight, so dug it out and ate it, while 
the mosquitoes, millions of them-- 
all equipped with diamond drill bits-- 
ate on us. Blue grouse were grunting 
around us now. The heavy timber pro- 
vided shade but it also obscured any 
approximate view. 

On we toiledto 6280 ft. alt. where 
we noticed definite alpine character- 
istics. Heather bloomed shyly beside 
rock outcroppings. Timber became 
squat and scattered, then broke into 
clumps. We hurried to the brink and 
had our first view of the lake in the 
last 5500 ft. Thereit lay, not a ripple 
of the mornings’ rampage showing; 
its bordering mountains crowding in 
for a peak at their reflections, while 
bigger, sterner relatives clustered 
in the background. Small, nubby clouds 
drifted high. Acre-size alpine mea- 
dows dotted the slopes. Snow was 
close at hand. But our old Rockface 
Niut soared above us still, cold black 
stone seamed and pock-marked by 
countless years of weather. 

‘‘Well, boys, timberline is dead 
ahead, albeit at an angle of 30 degrees 
--so pack up those packs and let’s find 
a mountain spring to soak up our 
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Red McCue studies a way up..... 


tongues. ”’ 

So, on and up, through thick bal- 
sam and willow. ..now deep shade.... 
now bright sunlight, for a stiff climb 
of 300 feet, when suddenly we burst 
out onto a rocky ridge crawling 
straight up the mountain, rearing out 
of flanking jumbles of crushed balsam, 
pine and juniper, where dirty snow 
slides sloughed off the mountain loaded 
with rock. 

A thin stream trickled offthe rock 
face, undercutting a huge snow mass, 
We gratefully drank of this delicious 
water, our second drink since leaving 
the lake shore. 

Leaving the bulk of the packs at a 
hurriedly chosen base camp site-- 
chosen for its supply of pitchy balsam 
roots and proximity to a snowbank, 
Doug and Don climbed another 300 feet 
above timberline with the survey 
equipment to help lessen the morning's 
load. 

Leg, Red and I collected a mound 
of balsam roots, got a fire going and 
a potential pot of coffee boiling, laid 
out camp, and cut ‘feathers’ ---ther 
soft end branches of coniferous trees, 
popular for their bed-spring buoyancy 
and insulation when used under a 
sleeping bag. 

Doug and Don reported back at 
camp in time for coffee and chow. 
From their vantage point of 6800 feet 
above sea-level they had checked with 
aerial survey photos. Tomorrows’ 
climb looked like a cinch. 

Everyone was emotionally, if not 
literally, ontop ofthe world. We pol- 
ished off several cansof beans, some 
buns and hard boiled eggs, washed our 
faces and dishes inthe snowbank, then 
sat around the fire discussing civili- 
zation in seyeral of its’ aspects until 
bedtime. Early to bed, with ahard 
day ahead, no one was prepared for 
the horde of mosquitoes waiting just 
outside the circle of wood smoke. I 
swear they never slept a wink all night, 
soconsequently, neither did I. Com- 
paring notesinthe morning, Don, our 
research chemist was the only ingen- 
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ious foiler of their intent to satiate. 
He had pulled his parka completely 
over his head and breathed down a 
sleeve! 

Dawn broke clear and warm. 
Breakfast was hastily eaten. A light 
pack-sack of oranges, chocolate bars, 
a roundof buns and a can of meat was 
our only burden outside of the nec- 
essary sweaters and coats, as we 
started up at 6:40. Shale rock and 
scrub balsam provided excellent foot- 
ing. Along the way we picked up the 
packs containing the instruments and 
topographical camera. A half hours’ 
climb averaged 750 feet. We continued 
over a boulder shoulder to a hard pan 
- slide. The boys, intheir heavy leather 
boots fortified with sharp corks, 
walked the slide as though it were 
Railroad Avenue. I clung to any pro- 
tection by my fingertips, vainly digg- 
ing at the baked surface with curling 
crepe rubber soles. Thoughno thought 
of ever letting go entered my head, a 
misstep could mean a headlong des- 
cent over jaggedrocks to the bottom - 
a good 900 feet below. After what 
seemed an eternity of hunting foot- 
holdsI stepped off onto a rock ridge, 
the rubber soles giving me_ instant 
traction comparable with that of a billy 

goat, and caught up with the party. 

From there our ascent of the moun- 
tain became a 50-50 proposition: as- 
cent on one side of a rock ridge, des- 
cent onthe other. Doug had a hundred 
foot length of sash cord handy which 
we came to regard as a life-line. A 
great many rocks were loose, await- 
ing their turn to launch potential slides 
to further flatten the dejected vege- 
tation below. We had to consider each 

-handhold and the possible conse- 
quences tothe man behind, should we 
make a bad choice. 

During the past hour and a half we 
had added only 350 ft. altitude. We 
stopped on a snowdrift to size up the 
situation. Nothing in the aerial pic- 
tures, nor asfar as we could see, be- 
spoke any serious hazard; indeed the 
worst seemed behind us--a gorgeous 
wasteland of grey boulders, red shale 
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green scrub clumps and snowdrifts; ona chimney gorge with a stout pinion 
THE BOAT ¥OU WANT the horizon a mass of ice-blue snow _ pine at handy snubbing position on the 
IS BUILT BY peaks. My movie camera registered brink. Red was the first man down. 

only five foot of coloured film left for With a pack on his back and the rope 
this occasion. Redofficiated while we tied round his waist--the length of it 
trekked across the snow drift toward being slowly paid out by Doug, he felt 


him. his way down the almost perpendicular 

J Don, lean and wiry, seemed to be cleft, kicking a cascade of loose stuff 

often in the lead though he carried a ahead. A shout from below and the 

good third of the equipment. Conse- rope came up for its next dependent. 

quently he was the first to realize our Don disappeared over the edge to 

faux pas. Away high on our left he the whir of the movie camera. Then 

CMH aoc hI turned and shouted: ‘‘Go down...can’t itwasmyturn;a few long steps, cau- 
make it here... !’’ tious hand holds, showers of, pebbles 
Incredible! Go down, after allthat? cool dark in the shade of the crumb- 
‘‘Are you sure? How about using ling funnel only five feet wide Ireached 


: the rope?’’ a Safe spot half way down, crouching 
= He considered awhile. ‘‘Nope. behind a boulder to finish out the 
: Can’t make it. Straight rock face..”’ ‘chimney sweep’ onfilm. Rocks rico- 

He trotted down the slope to us. chetted towards me denoting Leo’s 
“Looks like our ‘flight 27’ doesn’t descent. Finally he roundeda corner, 
cover that section of mountain. ’’ feeling his way with hands and feet 


We pushed to the brink and looked braced against the walls, Doug fol- 
over. Sheer rock walls descended in- lowing close behind. Out of it at last 
to.a lovely red shale and green scrub we bounded down its ensuing slide to 
valley. We sat down for our first a shimmering green pool at the bot- 
orange andaparley. Iloadedmycam- tom. Doug took out the aerial photos 


Every type of outboard boat, erawitha newrollof movie film, re- for a thorough scrutiny before at- 
canoe, skiff, sailing craft, water gretting that it would record only black tempting to recover the 500 ft. alt. we 

‘skis, aqua boards. Quality-built and white with this world of colour had lost. 
for lifetime satisfaction. surrounding us. Easy red slopes patched with green 
Write for free literature. Our only chance was tofollow down scrub brought us back to our previous 
the ridge we were on until we found altitude of 7500 feet in fifteen minutes. 
The Peterborough Canoe some means of descending its crumb- Small white-flowered plants known as 
Company, Ltd. ling side to the valley below. About ‘mountain potatoes’ dotted the swales. 
PETERBOROUGH CANADA 300 yards downthe slope we came up- Now the red shale became more re- 
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-fined until it was reduced to straight 
mud. Intermittent snow patches were 
eyeleted with red foot tracks. Forty- 
five minutes from our chimney gorge 
we struck a snow pass between the 
peaks. A twelve minute trek of this 
snow field gained the divide. 

West of our ridge lay a huge de- 
pression bordered by six peaks, the 
highest being Otterasko. four small 
lakes at different stages of breakup, 
from solidice to blue water, brimmed 
each level step, spilling over to swell 
a mutual water shed: the north fork 
of JamiesonCreek, meandering down 
through steep alpine meadows. All the 
upper slopes of melting snow masses 
were tingedred. Another red muck 
mountain bulged into the valley from 
the north. If this stuff indicates iron 
on these hills there is a tremendous 
amount of it... Heat waves set Black- 
horn and White Saddle Mountains -- 
both distant ‘West Branch’ peaks, to 
dancing. Creamy butterflies flitted 
about. Our second round of oranges 
that morning made good movie back- 
ground. 

Niut was cutting down to size. The 
barometer had registered its limit of 
8000 ft. twelve minutes earlier. Cum- 
ulous clouds were coming in from the 
north west. We exchanged packs and 
pushed on, up a red-grey rock ridge 
obscuring Niut peak. We climbed 
steadily, but more slowly, for the air 
was noticeably thinner. Everyone was 
sucking snow by now. On and up to 
what we estimated as 8700 ft. alt. we 
settled among the boulders to wait for 
the others. Leo, under his burden of 
cameraequipment, wearily joined the 
circle. We were gaunt, dry, short of 
oxygen, and soaked with perspiration 
that turnedtoa damp chill as the cold 
breeze hit us. Mountains were sonum- 
erous they were no longer interesting. 
Consequently we all burst out laugh- 
ing at Leo’snext classic, incredulous 
remark: ‘‘Ho! Look at all the peaks! 
Have you seen them ?’’ 

Our interest revived from the re- 
laxation laughter brings, we studied 
the mountains aroundus: Tatlow Peak, 
away over in Nemiah Valley; Queen 
Bess; Hamathko; Reliance; the mighty 
Waddington; Feeney... Blackhorn.... 
Whitesaddle were easily recognized. 
Cumulous clouds soared about 7000 ft. 
above peaks fading from snow-seamed 
black, to navy blue, to pale blue ice 
fields merging with infinity. 

It was only 1:30 p.m. We refueled 
on dry sandwiches and chocolate bars, 
huddled in our coats among the 
boulders. 

Only another few hundred yards to 
go...A final sprint took Redto the top 
We expected an exultant‘‘ Aaiyaahooo’’ 
any second now. Instead he just stood 
there, sizing up the situation, then 
turned and hollered‘‘We’re b--d now, 
Doug!’’ 

Disbelieving it could be that bad, 
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we followed along tothe highest point. 
We had missed our objective through 
climbing that last ridge; we were sep- 
arated from Niut One by a precipitous 
valley, the descent of which meant a 
choice between a forty degree slide or 
rope work down over the rocks. 
Another hour would probably see us 
on top. However, time was running 
out. Itwasnow three p.m. with three 
hours work ahead. 

The transit was assembled on the 
spot. Doug took a bearing and sur- 
prised us all by announcing that we 
were approximately twenty feet higher 
than Niut, though she seemed the 
higher of the two peaks. We also had a 
clear biew of the valley to the west, 
which would have been obscured on 
Niut. Considered all around, it seemed 
best to stay where we were. 

The decision settled, everyone set 
to work: Red scouted the ridges for 
good camera locations; Don located 
important peaks on a contour map; 
Leo, having set up the tripod and tran- 
sit, settled down to taking notes as 
Doug ‘shot’ cairns situated on Niut, 
Tatlow, and established points. 

This certainly was the biggest 
chunk of country I had ever seen in 
one piece. Looking northwest the hor- 
izon jagged up into Anahim Peak; the 
Archie Mountains; Sugarloaf Moun- 
tain. North east the whole Chilcoten 
undulated, spotted with lakes and hazy 
from five forest fires. 

Red was back now, sitting on a 
boulder, looking out over the vastitude. 

‘What do you think of it, Red?’’ I 
asked. 

‘‘Well, guess it’s as near Heaven 
as I’ll ever get,’’ he chuckled. 

Now the tripod held the topograph- 
ical survey camera. Leo was counting 
off seconds... ‘‘five...four...two.... 
one...now!’’ --- Doug snatchedacap 
from the lens, exposing the highly 
sensitive film to all this barren, rug- 
ged country. **... Five... four... 
three...two...one...Now!’’ intones 
Leo and the cap pops back on, the 
plate is exchanged for a fresh one and 
carefully stored. Fifteen plates are 
taken in a complete circle. These 
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shots are later combined with vertical 
photos shot by the Canadian Air Force 
Aerial Survey about two years ago, to 
help ‘lay them down’ ona contour map 
of 500 ft. intervals. To make a map of 
closer contours than that would be dif- 
ficult since the slopes are so steep 
they just wouldn’t fit in. 

Its job over, the camera was re- 
placed by the transit. Leo, about to 
put away the watch, looked up: ‘‘ You 
know, Gerry, we always celebrate by 
throwing these hundred dollar watches 
over the highest cliff, after a survey 
job, ’’ he explained soberly. 

Doug swung the transit north. ‘‘Now 
I’l1 shoot those three over there on the 
horizon. How do they go?’’ 

‘Pete the First; Lamont Mountain; 
Mt. McCue...’’ 

Their readings jotted down in the 
notebook, he tips the transit down into 
middle country. . Skinner Mountain... 
en s Peak...Niut One... Potato 

. all reading minus since they 
aay ee Mt.Tatlow. . Mt. Good- 
hope. .. he was bringing in the big ones 
now, allreading plus-- their elevation 
being greater than ours. 

Trying tokeep out of range of that 
revolving telescopeI occupied myself 
with taking notes; ‘still’ shots; and 
movies, adifficult feat since the level 
area of the peak was extremely limited 
eliminating all background at any dis- 
tance from the transit. 

The work went steadily on. Doug, 


picking out distance peaks through the 
powerful telescope, gives the readings: 

“‘Queen Bess: horizontal 189 de- 
grees, 19 minutes. ”’ 

‘‘Horizontal 189 degrees, 19 min- 
utes.’’ repeats Leo, jotting it down. 

“*Vertical plus 43 minutes. ’’ con- 
tinues Doug. 

*.. Vertical plus 43 minutes . 

‘‘Homathko,’’ announces Doug. 
‘‘Reading: 197 degrees, 49 minutes. . 
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up from the first round. ‘‘Better knock 
off for an orange. ’’ 

We huddled in our parkas in the lea 
of grey-red boulders spotted with 
green and black mineral-oxydization 
patches,munching dry buns and canned 
beef. Clouds were collecting swiftly 
now, shutting off heat from the sun. 
My boots, soaked by the snow, were 
getting down around 50 degrees. Ques- 
tions, crowded between bites, were 
courteously answered by Doug. 

What do the ‘minutes’ mean?’’ 

‘*This is a minute reading instru- 
ment; one minute represents one six- 
tieth of a degree, giving you the dis- 
tance from shooting position. A better 
transit, costing about $1200 reads 
seconds. It’s more precise, but too 
heavy for packing up hills like these. ”’ 

‘This is Azimuth reading. ’’ puts 
in Leo. ‘‘An angle shot from true north 
in a clockwise direction. . . Heave that 
chunk of meat up here, ‘eh?. -anda 


‘‘We shoot cairns... other fellows 
work... tocheck the triangulations, ’’ 
continued Doug. ‘‘Some of these un- 
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mapped peaks I hope to ‘occupy’ (build 
cairns upon)’’ 

Hmmm. Sure was an enterprising 
guy who ‘occupied’ Mt. Tatlow. ) 

‘‘We’re shooting all established 
peaks, suchas Reliance, Queen Bess, 
to better -position them for our maps. ”’ 

The picnic over, Doug went back to 
work. Having taken ‘indirect’ readings 
inacomplete circle, he checks on his 
machine by reading ‘direct’ angles on 
the same peaks. They sometimes 
differ by one minute. 

‘‘Okay, men, you can start build- 
ing your cairn now.’’ Doug began 
packing his camera and transit. 

We were pretty cold and stiff by 
now and welcomed just such a job to 
warm up on. Within ten minutes a 
tidy five foot rock cairn stood on the 
peak---‘‘making a mountain out of a 
molehill,’’ as Red put it. 

Some last minute snapshots and we 
were on our way down, after three 
hours and ten minutes of survey work. 
The snow banks had softened up con- 
siderably. We bogged to our knees 
where one had held us before. The 
steep Slopes were better. Red, in the 
lead, chose a snowy descent in pref- 
erence to the rocks, so I followed. 
NowI realize the terrific thrill skiing 
holds. We skied on our boots thirty 
feet at a stretch, regaining our bal- 
ance with mighty leaps whenever nec- 
essary. That snowbank petered out on 
a shale slide, and though rougher 
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going, itwasfast. The next snow field 
was even steeper. By now I had des- 
paired of ever catching up to Red. I 
had three falls to my credit and was 
unsuccessfully negotiating another 
hazard when Don went zooming by. 
Off the snow fields, we trotted down 
the slopes, stopping at our chimney 
gorge andgreen pool. What had taken 
five and a half hours to climb we had 
descended intwenty minutes !I’dclimb 
a mountain any day for fun like that.... 
Doug and Leo, their valuable back- 
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packs safe andsound, caught up while 
we sat around the pool, exhilarated by 
the hectic speed of descent. 

‘‘Sure wish we had snow like that 
right to the lake,’’ commended Red. 

‘*Holy Livin’!’’ Doug exclaimed, 
‘we could straddle those ol’ sleeping 
bags, hold up the head and ride ‘em 
right on down!’’ 

With base camp in sight about two 
miles away we took to the shale slides, 
running diagonally, sending showers 
of loose rock sliding to the bottom; 
bounding over boulders; skiing down 
snow-filled ravines---I was still hold- 
ing the record withfive falls, Leo was 
runner-up with two. 

The last 500 yards was slow going 
through the wreckage of arecent aval- 
anche: broken trees littered the slope; 
a thick carpet of drying needles per- 
fumed the air. 


Basecamp at last.... We finished 
up all the canned food to lighten the 
back packs, and lined out through the 
timber. Advantage was taken of every 
trail as long as it led straight down. 
Doug’s pack pushed him to the fore 
where he held to a steady moose stride. 
We were pretty ankle-weary. Any 
poorly gauged obstacle up-ended us. 
Once Doug tangled with a root at full 


Atop 9,000 ft, Mt. Nuit Don Lamont studies srround- 
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layoko Lake showed up clearly. 
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speed, turned two complete flips be- 
fore he lay still, the pack underneath. 
““Okay, men, time out for abreather.’’ 
he grinned, and stayed right there. 


At twilight we fought through a 
mess of ‘devil’s club’ and knew the 
lake to be close. At 10:20 p.m. we 
draggedto a stop beside the canoe; in 
two hours we had covered about eight 
miles of mountain. There was only 
enough light to launch the canoe and 
loadit. We settledin among the packs, 
Red took the tiller, and the bright 
orange canoe Sliced through silent 
grey water toward camp. 


An hour later we were straining 
our eyes for land marks, when sud- 
denly a lantern sparked a signal from 
the dock, dead ahead. Red cut in along- 
side. Ken (Doc) Hobbs, the cook, and 
“‘Topo’’ the camp mascot---a six- 
month-old Labrador---werethere to 
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in, gives me a one hundred dollar bill. Later 
I find there were two hundred dollar bills 
stuck together. That's where business ethics 
comes in. Now, should I tell my partner or 
not. 


"Now remember, don't go doing anything foolish. " 
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welcome us. The canoe was unloaded 
and beached in nothing flat. Everyone 
talking at once, we climbed the path 
to the cook tent. 

Cook Hobbs, a young medical stu- 
dent who intends to graduate, a fully 
fledged doctor in four more years, 
hadn’t expectedus back when it got so 
late. He proved his abilities as cook 
by serving up huge ‘T-bone’ steaks, 
mashed potatoes, and all the trimmings 
of a full course mealinshort order... 
Gas lights; chairs; no mosquitoes.... 
tired though we were, we were all glad 
we had come down. Our midnight 
supper, spiked with recounts of the 
trips’ highlights, did much toward 
restoring our enthusiasm. 

Shortly afterward I arrived home 
via Chev truck, with a much more 
comradely feeling toward Old Niut, 
standing stolidly on guard out there in 
the darkness. 
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MONTANA PILGRIMAGE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 


cured him. He is now a strong and 
handsome fellow and the picture of 
health. He is naturally sympathetic 
for the patients at the ‘‘Mine.’’ One 
trip down to the tunnel I watched him 
accompany a poor crippled boy on 
crutches and sit and converse with 
him, letting him know how the ‘‘Mine’’ 
had cured him. No doubt comforting 
news to the boy. Often the patients 
are placed in small groups along the 
tunnel and there’s no lack of fun and 
sociability among them. On one oc- 
casionmy chair was wheeled into the 
alcove next to an elderly man’s wheel 
chair and I announced ‘‘The King and 
Queen,’’ at which there was lots of 
laughter, and from then on I was 
*‘Queenie’’ to the group. 

I took the required six treatments 
at the ‘‘Mine’’ andwas told to expect 
reactions and that that was a sign I 
was responding tothem. Furthermore 
I was assured that it may be a month 
or longer before Inotice any improve- 
ment. The time we spent at Boulder 
was nine days exactly. Then my 
daughter and I took the small milk 
train to Butte. We rode in a parlour 
car the 30 miles; changed from the 
Great Northern Station to the Northern 
Pacific Depot, caught the westbound 
‘‘Flyer’’ and reached Spokane, Wash. 
at llp.m. (Just 24 hours from 
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‘Sleeper Coach and 


Boulder. ) 

This was myfirst trip onastream- 
line dieseltrain - andit was a beauty. 
Its speed was around 90 miles on the 
level. Like riding on an air-cushion 
mattress, andthe engineer brought in 
his train to a perfect stop. We oc- 
cupied a tiny drawing room in the 
Inever sawso 
many conveniences and essential gad- 
gets in sosmall a space. There were 
also roomettes to be had and all so 
private. Evidently the old sleeper with 
its berths, curtains and ladders is a 
thing of the past. My tray was brought 
to my room and my daughter went to 
the diner; both enjoyed a splendid 
chicken dinner. 

At 11 p.m. we reached Spokane 
and were met by Peter and the chil- 
dren. Spent the night at the Desert 
Hotel and arrived home the following 
day about 4 p.m. in a blinding snow- 
storm, but since learned they had it 
at Boulder also, at the same hour - 
a good 500 miles away from Trail. 

Since my return I have been un- 
usually sore - no doubt partly due to so 
much handling and also from re- 
actions after the ‘‘Mine’’ treatments 
of which the staff told me to expect. 
Also saying I may notice no change 
for a month or six weeks. 


Before I left Boulder I was having 
reactions and since returning home, 
but my nights are more peaceful; my 
sinus has cleared and my hearing is 
good again, and now the swelling is 
subsiding in my hands so I am very 
hopeful. We have heard some of the 
folk from Tacoma and Seattle who were 
at Boulder with us are all: going back 
again this summer. They have been 
helped and feel they are 75% healed 
and need some extra trips to the 
‘‘Land of Sky-blue Waters’’ to be 
completely cured. 
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wet sand was their prison, for the 
raging torrent on either side made 
escape impossible. Nothing could ride 
the crest of that maelstrom without 
fatal results. The greatest swimmer 
the worldhas ever known could never 
have weathered the awful pounding of 
the water and boulders. These men 
may have had one chance in a million 
had they but had some sturdy craft, 
but they didn’t and they were impris- 
oned just as securely as though they 
had been chained to the dank stone 
walls of some dark, oppressive med- 
ieval dungeon. Their raft had been 
sucked through the canyon with all 
their worldly possessions. The men 
had somehow been washed up onto the 
bar, destitute, without food andin grim 
condition. 


The increasing light of morning 
found these victims of Fate all erect 
save one. This member of the group 
had not been able to withstand the rig- 
ors heaped upon them for so many 
months and this accident, coming so 
closely after a grim winter in the 
Rockies, was too much for the poor 
starved body to combat. He succumbed 
to the onslaught of exposure. | The 
others, standing wretchedly huddled 
together, soaked to the skin by the in- 
sessant icy spray of the cataracts, 
1ealized hesitantly but surely that 
theirs must certainly be a like fate. 
There was the slight chance of one in a 
million that other gold-seekers, com- 
ing through the Grand Canyon may be 
washed on to the sand bar with their 
craft intact. Thus this would be but 
another adventure to add to the early 
history of this New Caledonia. How- 
ever small the chance of help, the 
thought was still there; a small star 
to reach out for in an unrelenting fury 
of Nature at her worst. On the other 
hand, the menknew that they need not 
remain onthe spitto die so miserably 
andso slowly should help fail to mat- 
erialize. They could leave at will but 
this was certain suicide. There could 
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be no living through the violent on- 
slaught of the water. Of course, death 
would be swift, but, as long as life 
remained; no matter how hopeless the 
situation, the men decided to hang on 
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FOR THE SAKE OF GOLD 
continued from page 21 


to their one dim hope. 

It must have been a terrifying 
scene. Four starving men, drenched 
to the skin with no chance of drying 
or finding warmth because of the con- 
tinuous spray, waiting for help that 
. would never come; then finally wait- 
ing for death. 

It would be impossible for us to- 
day, so used to the comforts of mod- 

EVERY MODERN CONVENIENCE FOR YouR| Yn Civilization, to fully realize the 
COMFORT. depths to which, shorn of hope, the 
54 ROOMS — 32 WITH BATH spirits of those men must have drop- 

FULLY LICENSED — DINING ROOM — ped. A feeling of dispair in the ex- 
SAMPLE ROOM DAWSON CREEK, B.C treme must have pervaded their souls 
as day followed day into the dim re- 
cesses of a past too horrible to be 
BLUEBIRD CAFE remembered. Sitting there, apart 

Z from each other; waiting, waiting for 
Home Cooked Meals death. 

Specializing In Steaks Toaddtothe horror, after eons of 
& 5¢ COFFEE wee ee pe ad eae lo . ee 
e mind after shrivelling the belly 
OPEN 24 HOURS A DAY and wasting the flesh, it was dis- 
covered one morning, that the dead 
man had been attacked during the 
night. One of his legs had been torn 
of its flesh. It appeared as though a 
wolf or some such animal had been 
washed upon the sand-bar sometime 
during the dark hours,then had plunged 
into the wild river again. This must 
have been what had happened, Even 
though there were no animal tracks to 
be seen, these could easily have been 
obliterated by the rain-like spray that 
never ceased. The men refused to 
believe or even consider any other 

solution. 

However, the germ of thought was 


NEW PALACE HOTEL & CAFE | stillthere andno matter how hard the 


Mile ‘Z S R pn men tried to keep this thought from 
ile ‘Zero's’ Smartest Restaurant Qe their horror-struck beings. One of 
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their number was --; no, it couldn’t 
be possible. They flung the dead into 
the boiling cauldron. There, that 
would make anend tothe whole grizzly 

plot. 
A week passed. The men were 
wasting away. One man had already 
ae become mad. His mind snapped and 
Dawson Universal Sales he not been too weak, would have 
PONTIAC BUICK CARS - G.m.c. TRUCKS walked blindly into the river. During 
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feast for some wild animal of the 
forest. 

Allthat day the men stared at each 
other, unable and fearful of tearing 
their gaze away even for an instant. 
Now the nights became hideous with 
their imaginings. Men, sleep catch- 
ing them unawares, screamed in 
terror asthoughts drove them nearer 
insanity by the hour. Each dawn re- 
vealed that the flesh of the dead man 
was inexorably disappearing. 

Two months had passed. Three 
men had died. Two mutilated bodies 
littered the small sand-bar. The river 
had risen faster and faster as the 
rotten snows of the high mountains 
turnedto water which writhed in con- 
tinuing momentum as it raced toward 
the sea. The little island in the can- 
yon, now greatly reduced in size, 
nevertheless held its own against the 
fearful battering. Driftwood came 
crashing through the narrow channel 
and though some of the uprooted trees 
and dead logs came close, none ever 
were thrown onto the spit. One day 
an abandoned raft, ripped asunder by 
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the might of the river, swept past, 
telling of fresh disaster higher up. 
During that night the Grim Reaper 
again visited the canyon. Daylight 
revealed the remaining two men gaz- 
ing at each other. One, lying on his 
stomach with his head raised, wretch- 
edly emaciated beyond all earthly aid, 
glared, terror-struck, at his com- 
panion who sat a scant thrity feet dis- 
tant. There could now be no denying 
that this second man, though suffer- 
ing from exposure and chills, was not 
nearly so famished as he should have 
been. His body had not wasted to the 
terrible extent of the rest. He had 
been securing sustenance; there could 
be no doubt. 

The final scene must be too hor- 
rible to imagine. How long it took 
for death to strike again is difficult 
to tell. Then finally how did the lone 
survivor react to inevitable doom after 
having enacted his sordid crimes in 
his attempt to hang onto the thread of 


"OVE. . “YOU'RE A COOL ONE, <5..1" 


"SEE. ... ABSOLUTELY WRINKLE-PROOF" 


Whitehorse, Y. T. 


SERVICE 
ACCESSORIES 


life that eventually he must cast away. 
When the gold-seekers were washed 
upon the sand-bar some months later, 

the mute evidence lay as it had been 
placed by the chief participants of the 
tragedy. Four corpses were mutilated 
beyond recognition. The skull of one, 
which had seen death much later than 
the rest, had been crushed, evidently 
by some rock. The remaining body, 
only recently dead, lay undisturbed 
and alone at the other end of the litéle 
sand-bar. Another story had been 
written into the peer of New Cal- 
edonia. 4 
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Watchmakers & Jewellers 


Diamonds - Yukon Souveniers 


—~EXPERT WORKMANSHIP — 


com! 


MAC’S Newstand 
% MAGAZINES ¥ CANDY BARS 
% NOVELTIES yx. CIGARETTES 
vx SMOKERS SUPPLIES 


OPEN FROM 12 NOON TILL |12 MIDNIGHT 


YUKON JEWELLERY 


& NOVELTY SHOP 
R. G. LEE 
KLONDIKE GOLD NUGGETS 
and JEWELLERY 


Sporting 


Nelson‘s Hardware 


PHILLIPS Radios ELECTRICAL Supplies / 
EASY & MAYTAG Washing Machines 
BUILDER'S Hardware GLIDDEN Paints 
Plumbing & Heating Contractors 


WHITEHORSE, Y.T. 


Goods 


e 
Whitehorse Pharmacy 
COMPLETE DRUG SERVICE 
TOBACCOS & MAGAZINES 
KODAKS FILMS & FINISHINGS 
WHITEHORSE, Y T 


CHATEAU MAYO 


Fully Licensed - Cafe In Connection 
24 Hour Taxi Service 


MAYO, Y.T. 


One of the many difficult loads moved by Docherty & Blair Ltd. was this 7-1/2 ton, 40 ft. pontoon, one 
of a pair, used in construction of a floating gold recovery plant. Trailers could not be used as the road to 
the mine was too narrow and crooked. A six-wheeler winch truck delivered the goods without mishap. 


DOCHERTY « BLAIR CONSTRUCTION CO. 


DIRT-MOVING CONTRACTORS and HEAVY HAULING SPECIALISTS 


Cedar Poles - For Power and Telephone Lines 
MOVING - HAULING - EXCAVATING - BULLDOZING - TRACK-LAYING 


Write For Estimates 


QUESNEL, BRITISH COLUMBIA 


Specializing In: 
ROAD and DAM Construction 
Heavy Hauling 


BOX 1896 - PRINCE GEORGE, B. 
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~ §& SONS LTD. 


P.G.DRAWER 1640 QUESNEL , B.C. 


LUMBER MANUFACTURING, LOGGING, SAWMILLS & PLANING MILL 


sat tool bars 


FOR FARMING EFFICIENCY 


_ Caterpillar 
Diesel 
Mnceticse cng 


D2 Tractor Equipped 
with No. 42 Tool Bar 


“Caterpillar” Tool Bars are hydraulically 
operated by either the No. 44 or No. 41 
Hydraulic Control. These four-position 
units (raise, hold, lower, float) give close 
command over tillage implements. A con- 
venient operating lever lifts the tools clear 
for transportation or for turning and back- 
ing, lowers the tools and forces them into 
the ground or lets tools float, seeking their 


own depth by suction. 


h East. South West... 
“Cat tool bars onthe Job 


At every point of the compass, ‘Caterpillar’ Tool Bars are hard 
at work subsoiling, chiseling and doing other land renovation 


work as well as regular tillage jobs. The speed and efficiency 

with which these tool bars perform convince ever-increasing + f N N é N G 

numbers of farm operators that this rugged “Caterpillar’’- 

built equipment is what they, too, need for improved farming 

and increased profits TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. LTD. 


Extra versatility is given by the four-position hydraulic con- 


trols and the adjustable braces which allow the angle of pene- VANCOUVER, CHILLIWACK, NELSON, VERNON 
tration of the tools to be varied for best operation. And this CRANBROOK, PRINCE GEORGE and PRINCE RUPERT, B.C. 


versatility is backed up by “Caterpillar quality construction 
which assures you years of dependable operation. 


